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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Ken Barker on December 13**, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 15, 16 and 17 have been canceled. 

New claims 18, 19 and 20 have been added (see below): 

18. (New) An educational flipbook device for teaching orthographic structure of written 
words and syllables comprising: 

a plurality of sets of pages with each set comprising a plurality of pages; 

a backing board having a top, bottom, left and right sides with some of said 
plurality of sets of pages attached to said backing board through a plurality of spiral 
bindings, wherein each spiral binding attaches at least one set of pages to said backing 
board; 

each page of said plurality of sets of pages comprises indicia located on the front 
face of each individual page, wherein said individual pages can either be displayed, 
rotated out of sight behind said backing board or covered by other pages; 
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said spiral bindings attaching said sets of pages located along the left top, center 
top, right top, left side and right side of said backing board, the spiral bindings along the 
top of said backing board allowing the pages attached thereto to rotate vertically while 
the bindings along the left and right sides of said backing board allowing the pages 
attached thereto to rotate horizontally from the front of said backing board to behind 
said backing board; 

the pages bound along the top of said backing board being situated in three 
positions, left top-bound pages, center top-bound pages, and right top-bound pages; 

said left and said right side-bound pages and said left and said right top-bound 
pages positioned on said backing board such that said left and said right side-bound 
pages and said left and said right top-bound pages are aligned so that one can cover or 
supersede the other; 

said plurality of sets of pages bound to said backing board such that each page 
is able to rotate about the respective spiral binding so that said indicia located on their 
faces appears in a side by side readable relationship displaying a written word or 
syllable which can be altered by rotating other pages into place in a flipbook fashion; 

a schwa display comprising a single first page having indicia on the front face of 
said page and affixed to a vertical handle, which can be displayed by holding said 
handle behind the flipbook so that said indicia of said single first page appears above 
one of the other pages of the plurality of sets of pages displayed by the flipbook; 

a plurality of attachment rods with some of the attachment rods having a single 
page attached thereto and other attachment rods having the remainder of said plurality 
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of sets of pages attached thereto through means of a spiral binding enabling the indicia 
shown on the front of individual pages of said plurality of sets of pages to be displayed 
or vertically rotated behind other pages in a flipbook fashion; 

a left receptacle and a right receptacle mounted to the backing board allowing 
said attachment rods to be affixed to said backing board for the purpose of displaying 
said at least one page, wherein some of the attachment rods may be attached to only 
the left receptacle and other of the attachment rods may be attached only to the right 
receptacle; 

an index tab having a front and back affixed to each page of the plurality of 
pages of said plurality of sets of pages such that an individual page can be readily 
located, wherein said index tab comprises indicia located on said index tab front and 
said index tab back such that said index tab indicia is the same as the indicia located on 
the face of the page which the index tab is affixed to so that the respective page can be 
located among other pages either in front or behind the backing board. 

19. (New) An educational flipbook device of claim 18, 

wherein indicia of the set of pages bound to the left side of said backing board 
are letter groupings of initial consonant blends; 

indicia of the set of pages bound to the right side of said backing board are letter 
groupings of final consonant blends; 

indicia of the set of pages bound to the left top of said backing board are letter 
groupings of initial consonants and initial consonant digraphs; 
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indicia of the set of pages bound to the right top of said backing board are letter 
groupings of final consonants and final consonant digraphs; 

the set of center top-bound pages being further divided into three additional sets 
of pages with each additional set having a graduated length respective the other 
additional sets, wherein the shortest of the additional sets comprises indicia of letters 
which are single vowels, the longest of the additional sets comprises indicia of letter 
groupings which are vowel teams, the set with the intemnediate length comprises indicia 
of letter groupings which are r-controlled vowels; 

indicia of the set of pages bound to an attachment rod for mounting in the left 
receptacle being letters and letter groupings of prefixes; 

indicia of the set of pages bound to an attachment rod for mounting in the right 
receptacle being letters and letter groupings of suffixes; 

a "marvelous e" display comprising said one of the single pages attached to an 
attachment rod for mounting to the right receptacle and having indicia on the front face 
thereof representing "marvelous e"; 

a "not so marvelous e" display comprising said another of the single pages 
attached to an attachment rod for mounting to the right receptacle and having indicia on 
the front face thereof representing "not so marvelous e". 

20. (New) An educational flipbook device of claim 19, 

a color-coding system for helping to determine orthographic elements in written 
words and syllables, wherein the indicia representing a schwa is black, indicia 
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corresponding to silent letters being white with a black outline, indicia corresponding to 
nearly silent letters being mostly white with a fogging of orange or blue coloring and 
outlined in black, indicia displayed on pages corresponding to prefixes and suffixes 
being green, indicia representing "marvelous e" being white and orange starburst with 
black outline, indicia representing "not so marvelous e" being white with black outline, 
the remainder of vowel letter indicia being orange and the remainder of consonant letter 
indicia being blue. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The specific 
limitations of a combination of "...said spiral bindings attaching said sets of pages 
located along the left top, center top, right top, left side and right side of said backing 
board, the spiral bindings along the top of said backing board allowing the pages 
attached thereto to rotate vertically while the bindings along the left and right sides of 
said backing board allowing the pages attached thereto to rotate horizontally from the 
front of said backing board to behind said backing board; the pages bound along the top 
of said backing board being situated in three positions, left top-bound pages, center top- 
bound pages, and right top-bound pages... a schwa display comprising a single first 
page having indicia on the front face of said page and affixed to a vertical handle, which 
can be displayed by holding said handle behind the flipbook so that said indicia of said 
single first page appears above one of the other pages of the plurality of sets of pages 
displayed by the flipbook; a plurality of attachment rods with some of the attachment 
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rods having a single page attached thereto and other attachment rods having the 
remainder of said plurality of sets of pages attached thereto through means of a spiral 
binding enabling the indicia shown on the front of individual pages of said plurality of 
sets of pages to be displayed or vertically rotated behind other pages in a flipbook 
fashion; a left receptacle and a right receptacle mounted to the backing board allowing 
said attachment rods to be affixed to said backing board for the purpose of displaying 
said at least one page, wherein some of the attachment rods may be attached to only 
the left receptacle and other of the attachment rods may be attached only to the right 
receptacle; an index tab having a front and back affixed to each page of the plurality of 
pages of said plurality of sets of pages such that an individual page can be readily 
located, wherein said index tab comprises indicia located on said index tab front and 
said index tab back such that said index tab indicia is the same as the indicia located on 
the face of the page which the index tab is affixed to so that the respective page can be 
located among other pages either in front or behind the backing board" are not 
anticipated or made obvious over the prior art of record in the examiners opinion. For 
example, Sprague '566 discloses a flip book type educational device which teaches 
three or more sets of pages attached to along the top portion of a backing board where 
the individual pages have letters and letter clusters printed thereon (figures 1 and 3) and 
attached to the backing board with a spiral binding (12). However, prior art of record 
fails to teach or disclose an educational flipbook device with the combination of 
structural features as claimed (see above). 



Application/Control Number: 10/608,977 



Paged 



Art Unit: 3725 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dmitry Suhol whose telephone number is 571-272-4430. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Friday 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on (571) 272-4419. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). i /) 



Conclusion 



Dmitry Suhol 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3725 
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